[image: image1.png]United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF RECLAMATION
Upper Comin v Offce

1977 M Rod
JE— P.0. o 1749

akima, Washingion 98907 1749
LCA-160s
ENV-LI0

26 zm

Ms. Be Bridgovater
‘West Extonsion Ieigaton District
PO Box 100
Irigan O 97844
Subjct Draft Biological Assesstent for Unnatila Iigation Project Operations

Dear Ms. Bridgevater

Attached you will find  copy of & drat Bilogical Assessment (BA) of ffcts o ederaly listed specis
rom the continued operation and maintenance of he Bureau of Reclamation's (Reclamation) Uil
Irmigation Project. The Unatilla Projct is focated inthe Unaill Rives Basin in northcentral Orcgon and
{nchude two storage reservois i the basin, These are Cold Springs and MeKay Reservoirs. Combincd.
hese resrvairs have a storage capacty of early 110,200 acre-ect. The project alo includes hrce
Federat divcrsion dans on the maiasten ofthe Unnatlla River, located at iver mile (RM) 3. 15.5, and 29
The Project currently igates about 43,300 acres in the prect area and average annwal demand i about
192,600 acre-feet. The operation and maiatenance of these and oher ancillry acilies and the offsts
those aperatons may have on lsed specis i covered i the drafl BA. The draft BA coverslsted species
onder the juridicion ofthe Fish and Wil Serviec an the National Marine Fisheres Service

aformation provided by you o your sgency has been incorporatd it the document. ifyou would ke
Commenton the draft BA, plase retur you comments by October 31, We are most itersted i your
omments regarding the presetation of your data o nformation discussed in the BA. We arealso secking
Comments on your knowledge of important data or information that was ot sed i the BA, hat you
believe would have been usclulin aking determination of ffcts (0 fisted fish species. Following the
rocipt of comments, we will complet the dogyment and subiit it the National Marine Fisherics Scrvice
and the U.S. Fish and Wildife Service a a final BA for continucd operations of he Umatila Irrigation
Preject, 1o have any questions about the drall BA. you can contact Mr, Gary Torreta (519) 575-5848,
extension 272 or me at (509) S75-5848, cxtcasion 232,

Sincerely.—

e

David ) Kumbeimer
Environmental Programs Manager

Enclosures Draft BA for Unatilla rigation Projot Operations plus appenlices




[image: image2.png]Biological Assessment of Effects to Multiple Listed
Salmonid Species From Continued
Operations and Maintenance of the Umatilla Project
and Umatilla Basin Project

‘Supplemental (o the December, 1999 Biological Assessment
on the
Federal Columbia River Power System

Prepared for
National Marine Fisheries Service
Boise, Idaho
and
U S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Portland, Oregon
I Consultation Requirements Under Section 7 of the
Endangered Species Act

Prepared by
Gary Torretta, Fisheries Biologist
Burcau of Reclamation
Upper Columbia Area Office
Yakima, Washington
September, 2000




[image: image3.png]steelhead are no likely (0 be adversely affected by water quality of return flows, or false
attraction nto drains, which are greatly diminished following the irrgation scason. The steclhcad
smolt lfe-stage primarily occurs within the Action Area during March-May, when spring rusofl
flows in the Uniailla River are naturally higher and cooler. This lfe-stage s not Iikely to'be:
adverscly affected by water quality of eturn Hows because of the dilution factor of river flows in
this time period. Also, monitoring data is not availabe (o indicate that irrgation drains front-
Federal projects arc contributing water of degraded qualiy.

Interdependent and Interrelated Effects

‘Operation of WEID's private pumping plant at Umatilla RM 0.5 was identified as an
interdependent activity. Beneficial use of the pumping plant to WELD is dependent upon use of
e Federal canal as @ water conveyance facilty. This facility diverts up t0 90 ¢fs of water fom
e John Day Dam backwaler pool at RM 0.5 on the Umatilla River nto the Federal WEID Canal.
‘WEID uscs this facility when their peak water demand exceeds the amount of water available for
‘exchange, normally within the months of July-September, but not necessarily continuous. This
action may reduce atraction flows sl the Uatila River mouth. provided by foregons exchinge
flows and MeKay water releases, from reaching the Columbis River. This could delay steelhead
migation ino the basin by reducing flows at the mouth of the Urnatlla River i lte summer.

Cumalative Effects

Comulative effects are those effects of future State or private activtics, not involving Federal
activiies, that e reasonably certain o oceur within the Action Area of the Federal nctivity
subject to consultaton. Factors such s humin population growth within the Action Area,
‘ombincd with a elatively high standard of living per capita, will continuc to increase the deinand
for natural resources within watersheds that support ESA listed species.

WID possesses private live flow waters right from the Umatilla River. Typically, WID may divert
live flows from early April through mid Junc as long as senior water righis downstrearm arc
filfillcd. When there isn't enough water to meet senior water rights downstrcam and WID's live
flow diversions, WID transitions over to storage water from MeKay Reservoir. Flows at UMDO.
(below WID's diversion) during March-May have occasionally dropped belorw the 250 cfs target
llow since 1996, particularly in May, 2000 (Figure 5-6). Peak out-migration of stecthead smolts
occurs during May. Al cerlin low conditions, WID's live flow diversion (range up 10 235 cfs)
can remove the majority o the ratural flow of the Urnatilla River. during steethead smol out-
migration. ODFW and CTUIR begin trapping salmonid smolts at Westland juvenile faclty and
transporting them downstrcam, when river flows recede to 150 ¢fs at UMDO,
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